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Ahadlth On [giving] Zakat on Jewellery 111 

By al-Hafiz Jamal 'l-DTn 'Abdullah b. Yusuf al-Zayla'I [d. 762 AH] <UII <to>j 

Translated by Abu Humayd 


Translator's Preface: 

The following short piece translated from Hafiz ZaylaTs book, Nasb 'l-Rayah fT TakhrTj 
Ahadlth 'l-Hidayah (see footnote 1), covers the issue of giving Zakat on Jewellery, more 
importantly on gold and silver. It serves as a response to a group of people who have 
weakened this opinion and paid no attention to scholarly discourses upon it. It will also, 
Insha'Allah, serve as a reminder to instil the importance of giving Zakat on gold and 
silver to the Muslims. 

Translation: 

Regarding this issue [of giving Zakat on Jewellery], there are general narrations and 
specific narrations. 

Of the general narrations; the narration of Abu Sa'Td al-Khudr! (may Allah be pleased 
with him), "...Sadaqah (Zakat) is payable on less than five Awaq (of silver)." AI-BukharT [21 
and Muslim narrated it in their SahThayn (two authenticated collections), whereas 
Muslim® narrated it from Jabir with similar wordings. The narration of 'AIT: "...you must 
pay a Dirham [of Zakat] for every forty (Dirhams)." Then the authors of the four Sunan 
have narrated it. [41 Ibn Qutaybah said: "Al-Raqqah is silver, whether they are Dirhams or 
other than it," Ibn ’1-JawzT has narrated this in his 'TahqTq'.® In the letter of 'Amr b. Hazm 
"...and in every five Uqiyyahs of silver you give five Dirhams, and in every forty Dinar you 
pay one Dinar," al-Nasa'T, Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim narrated it, [6] and the other 
aforementioned narrations all of which have passed. 


[11 From the author's book; Nasb 'l-Rayah fTTakhrTj Ahadlth 'l-Hidayah [2/439-441, Dar '1-HadTth; 1995 ed.]. The 
translator also took the title of translation from this author's text. 

[21 SahTh '1-BukharT [#1413]. 

[3] SahTh Muslim [#1635]. 

[41 Jami' '1-TirmidhT [#563], Sunan Abu Dawud [#1437], Sunan 'l-Nasa'T [#2442], Sunan Ibn Majah [#1780]. 
[51 Gharib '1-HadTth, Ibn '1-JawzT [1/411] 

[61 SahTh Ibn Hibban [14/501 #6559], Mustadrak 'ala '1-SahThayn, al-Hakim [#1377]. 
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As for the specific narrations, then from them is the narration related by Abu Dawud and 
al-Nasa'T [71 from Kha lid b. 'I-Harith from Husayn al-Mu'allim, from 'Amr b. Shu'ayb from 
his father from his grandfather: "A woman came to the Prophet it, who was 
accompanied by her daughter who wore two heavy gold bangles in her hands. He said 
to her: 'Do you pay Zakat on them?' She said: 'No.' He then said: 'Are you pleased that 
Allah may put two bangles of fire on your hands on the day of judgement?' Thereupon 
she took them off and placed them before the Prophet it saying: 'They are for Allah and 
His Rasul 1 .' 

Ibn 1-Qattan said in his book: "Its chain is authentic," al-Mundhir! said in his abridgment: 
"The chain has no problems in it, indeed Abu Dawud narrated it from Abu Kamil al- 
JahdarT and Humayd b. Mas'adah, and they are both from the authentic narrators 
(Thiqat), both of whom Imam Muslim has utilised. [Then there is] Khalid b. 'I-Harith who 
is a Imam and Jurist, al-BukharT and Muslim both have utilised him. Similarly, Husayn b. 
Dhakwan al-Mu'allim was utilised in the ’SahTh'. Ibn '1-MadTnT, Ibn Ma'Tn and Abu Hatim 
did his (Husayn) TawthTq (authentication). [As for] 'Amr b. Shu'ayb then he is known. So, 
this chain stands as evidence God-willing." [8] 
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AI-Nasa'T also narrated from al-Mu'tamir b. Sulayman from Husayn al-Mu'allim from 
'Amr that he said: "A woman came..." and he (Mu'tamir) mentioned it in Mursal form. AI- 
Nasa'T said: 'Khalid is more established according to us than Mu'tamir. The narration of 
Mu'tamir is preferred according to the correct opinion." 191 
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Another route is narrated by al-TirmidhT from by Ibn LahT'ah from 'Amr b. Shu'ayb from 
his father from his grandfather, he said: "Two women came to the Messenger of Allah 1 


[?1 Sunan Abu Dawud [#1563], Sunan ’l-Nasa’T [#2479], 
[S1 'Umdat 'l-Qari, Badr 'l-DTn al-'AynT [13/456]. 

[91 Sunan ’l-Nasa’T [#2479], 



and in their hands, were bracelets made of gold, so he it said to them: 'Has Zakat been 
given for that?' They replied: 'No.' So he it said: 'Do you like that Allah places two 
bracelets of fire on your hands?' They said: 'No.' So he it said: 'Then give it's Zakat 1 ". 

AI-TirmidhT said: "...and al-Muthanna b. ’1-Sabbah narrated it from 'Amr b. Shu'ayb 
similarly, Ibn LahT'ah and al-Muthanna b. ’1-Sabbah have been weakened in HadTth. 
Hence there is nothing authentic in regarding this chapter from the Prophet it." [10] Al- 
Mundhir! mentioned: "Maybe al-Tirmidhl intended to mean the two routes which he 
mentioned (are weak), except the route of Abu Dawud has no problems in it (the 
chain). " [111 


Ibn ’l-Qattan said after his authenticating of the narration of Abu Dawud: "Indeed al- 
Tirmidhl only weakened this narration because according to him there were two weak 
narrators; Ibn LahT'ah and al-Muthanna b. ’I-Sabbah. " [121 
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Those that narrated it with the same chain as al-Tirmidhl are Ahmad, Ibn Abl Shaybah 
and Ishaq b. Rahwayh in their Musnads. And their wording is: "He it said to them; 'So 
give Zakat on that which is on your hands,’ and this wording removes the possibility of 
the interpretation of those who have said that the Zakat mentioned in the narration is 
only legislated for what is beyond the necessity, and Allah knows best. 


Another route narrated by Ahmad (May Allah be pleased with him) in his Musnad, [13) is 
from al-Muthanna b. ’I-Sabbah from 'Amr b. Shu'ayb etc., which is the route indicated to 
by al-Tirmidhl [as mentioned earlier], another route also narrated by Ahmad and by al- 
Daraqutnl in his Sunan from al-Hajjaj b. Artah etc although al-Hajjaj is not utilised as 
proof. 
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1101 Jami' '1-TirmidhT [#637]. 

1111 'Umdat ’l-Qari, Badr 'l-DTn al-'AynT [13/456], 
1121 Fath '1-QadTr, Ibn 'l-Humam [2/216], 

1131 Musnad Ahmad [2/178 #6667], 



Another hadlth narrated by Abu Dawud in his Sunan [141 [with his chain]: Muhammad b. 
Idris al-RazT related to us, who said: 'Amr b. ’I-Rabl' b. Jariq related to us, who said: Yahya 
b. Ayyub related to us, from 'Ubaydullah b. AbT Ja'far that Muhammad b. 'Amr b. 'Ata 1 
informed him that 'Abdullah b. Shaddad b. 'I-Had who said: "We entered upon 'A'ishah, 
[the wife of the Prophet H]. She said; 'The Messenger of Allah H entered upon me and 
saw two silver rings in my hand. He asked': 'What is this 'A'ishah?' 'I said: I had them 
made to adorn myself for you, Messenger of Allah it.' 'He asked: Do you pay zakat on 
them?' 'I said: No. He said': 'This is sufficient to take you to the Hell fire. 1 '' 

And al-Hakim narrated it with his chain in al-Mustadrak through Muhammad b. 'Amr b. 
'Ata 1 , and said: "Authentic upon the conditions of the two Shaykhs, and they did not 
narrate it ." [151 Al-Daraqutn! also narrated in his Sunan through Muhammad b. 'Ata 1 
through the lineage of his grandfather and not his father. Thereafter he (al-Daraqutn) 
said: "Muhammad b. 'Ata 1 is unknown (majhul)." 

Imam al-BayhaqT said in al-Ma'rifah: "...and he is Muhammad b. 'Amr b. 'Ata 1 , because his 
lineage went to his grandfather as al-Daraqutn! thought that he is unknown, whereas this 
not the case." [16] 


1141 Sunan Abu Dawud [#1565], 

1151 Mustadrak 'ala '1-SahThayn, al-Hakim [3/468 #1388], Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT said in al-Talkhis '1-HabTr 
[2/494 #859]: 'It's chain is upon the conditions of the SahTh'. 

1161 Muhammad b. 'Amr b. 'Ata 1 is known, and is an authentic narrator, please refer to: Siyar A'lam 'l-Nubala 1 , 
al-DhahabT [5/225] who said: '...one of the trustworthy narrators', and TaqrTb '1-TadhTb, Ibn Hajar [1/499 
#6187] who said: 'trustworthy', also refer to TahdhTb '1-TahdhTb [9/384 #8616] for a full discussion on the 
narrator. 



